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PREFACE;

It had been my intention to undertake a
thorough discussion of this subject when I got

 sufficient leisure, but some painful incidents of =

the last marriage season which showed the
effects of astrology in their worst form moved

‘me to an immediate commencement of my task.
I was convinced that it was not desirable to

delay the publication of my book as any great
elaboration was unnecessary. ‘ %
My duties are so multifarious that I have
~ no time to revise the work. I hope I may be
judged by my intentions rather than the nature

of the style. If I have expreSséd myself strongly f‘f

in some places I hope it'may,Only‘,be taken asan
“indication of the intensity of my feeling. It has

~ been clearly proved that infanticide has been

tmg daughters suitably married, and I believe
 that any attempt to facilitate these marriages is,
sure to meet with universal sympathy.

intimately connected with the difficulty of get- |
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On second thought, I have omitted much of -
the biological portion to give more prominence
to the immediate object of the book. I have
- avoided all psychological references (except in
one chapter) and described the origin of super-
stition in my own words to render the subject
sufficiently intelligible to the class of readers for
whom it is intended.

In the appendix I have given a translation
of a letter addressed to Mahamahqpadhyaya
~ Pandit Sudhakar Dube of Benares and also
his reply. This gentleman is regarded as an
authority in Jyotish all over India and his
astronomical calendar is believed to be most
accurate. His letter adds additional weight to
the arguments of this pamphlet. The extracts

from St. Augustine’s Confessions will also be

- read with interest. :

- The book is intended to be instructive in
‘another way also. It shows the remarkable
intellectual growth and subsequentdegeneration
of a people still numerically great. The social-
Jistic principles of their marriage system, the
Malthusian ideas and the anti-Malthusian
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g ment as domcr away with the struggle for exist-
~ence altogether ; but I have not commended
the European system either. It willbean evil
day for India when the people give up their
inherent happmess and contentment and learn
the European method of expressing discontent
by bombs. The truest antidote to degeneration
is to get an unsatiable ambition to do good to
~others. My criticisms of European civilisation
are to be taken as snnply expressmg thlS
 view.

JANARDAN JOSHI

B FULLER’S Harr: } ;
 Naint Tal, 16tk ]utjf 1906.
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