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iv.  7he Dedication.

Names; but my Ambition or
Prefumption has a jufter Plea
in claiming your Grace’s Pa-
tronage, {ince you have been
pleafed to honour me with fe-
veral Inftances of your Favour;
therefore, I humbly prefume to
lay thefe curfory Ob{ervations
that I made in my Travels to
the Eaf Indies, at your Grace’s
Feet; and if they find Accep-
tance, I thall not much mind
the Cenfure of Ciriticks, or Sa-
tyrifts: For I am perfwaded,
that the very Name of {o il-
luftrious a Patron will be {uf-
ficient to prote& and defend

me.

If I had thought, while I
was in Indsa, of maiing my Ob-
{ervationsor Remarks publick,
and, to have had the Honouz‘

o
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pretty punctually. I hope thofe
Remarks 'ma; be ufeful to
{fome of my Fraternity, who
may have QOccafion to go in-
to thofe Seas; and tho’ they
may get better Pilots than I,
yet they cannot be the worfe
of my Remarks.

I will not troublec your Grace
with Encomiums, either on
your felf, or your illuftrious
Anceftors, for your Names
and Characters are {o well
known all over Ewrope, and in
{fome Parts farther off, by di-
ftinguithing Marks, that it
would be but Prefumption in
me to offer to add any Thing
to them ; but pleafe to accept
of my beft \Ei{hes for the
Welfare of your Grace, and
your illuftrious Family and
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to Place, gave me Opportuni-
ties to know {ome topographi-
cal, hiftorical, and theogonal
Parts of this Work, from the
Natives, of their refpe&ive
Countries, who may be pre-
fumed to be better acquain-
ted with their own Traditions
and Cuftoms, than Strangers,
who are often at a Lofs for
want of Language.

I will not apologize ( as ma-
ny do ) for my Weaknefs or
Unfitnefs for this Undertak-
ing, for I aflure your Grace,
if I had not thought my felf
1;;retl:y well qualified for it, I

ad never {et about it.

And, as my Travels have
been moft along the Sea-coafts,
I have defcribed the Harbours,
Rivers, and Dangers on them,

2 4 pretty
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ving Acquaintances that I have
had, to inform or inftruct them
in many Particulars relating to
the ancient, or prefent State of
their Countries, whofe verna-
cular Languages can beft illu-
ftrate their Hiftories, {fome of
which I underftood.

All that have travelled in
thofe Countries before me,
have omitted fome Things
worthy of Obfervation, and
have remarked {fome Things
impertinent enough; and, as
I take the Liberty to cenfure
them, Iexpectthe fame Treat-
ment from thofe that may tra-
vel after me, and for the ve-
1ty {ame Fault.

- Thofe Five, or Six and thir-
ty - Years that I {pent in the
Eaf Indses, ftrolling from Place

to
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7he Dedication. v
of prefenting them to {o noble
a Patron, I had certainly been
more careful and curious in
my Colleétions, and of keep-
ing Memorandums to have
made this Work more com-
plete: But it muft now ap-
pear, to {ome Difadvantage,
(for want of thofe Ornaments)
in its native {imple Drefs, as
it came pofting through a weak
and treacherous Memory with
little Elcgancy.

I have {een the elaborate
Works of {feveral ingenious
Pens, who had travelled thro’
many Countries, in Maps, that
I have travelled to by Sea and
Land 5 they may have many
Advantages to recommend
their Works that I want; yet,
few (if any) ever had the li-

a 3 ving
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